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The streets of Downtown San 
Jose were livened last weekend 
with the honking of car horns, the 
blaring of mariachi music from 
car radios and the display of Mexi-
can fl ags from cars, houses and 
pedestrians.
Cinco de Mayo is the celebration, 
not of Mexico’s independence from 
Spain, but of the Mexican army’s vic-
tory over France and traitor armies 
in Puebla, Mexico on the morning of 
May 5, 1862, according to the Viva! 
Cinco de Mayo Web site.
Mexican pride has run rampant 
during this fi rst weekend in May, 
but the celebration is also shared by 
those not of Mexican heritage. 
Kelsey Rahmgren, a senior 
graphic design major, said though 
she will not be joining the festivi-
ties, some of her friends who are 
not Mexican will be barbequing. 
“(I’m doing) nothing on Cinco 
de Mayo because its on a Monday 
and I have school,” said Rahmgren, 
21, whose heritage is Northern Eu-
ropean. “It’s not a big deal, espe-
cially since it’s on a Monday.”
Rayna Langley, a sophomore 
psychology major of Spanish and 
Norwegian decent, said she went 
out with friends Saturday night to 
celebrate, but since the actual holi-
day is Monday, she probably won’t 
do anything special.
“I’m going to have a normal day 
like any other Monday,” said Alvin 
Nguyen, 24, a higher education and 
administration graduate student. 
“I’m going to go to school and go 
to work.” 
Nguyen said he is Vietnamese-
American.
Andrea Puljiz, 22, a senior public 
relations major who is Croatian, said 
the holiday doesn’t mean anything 
to her because she’s not Mexican.
“Staying away from downtown, 
that’s what I’m doing,” she said. 
“(I’m) just relaxing and defi nitely 
staying away from the crowds.”
Some other students who are 
of Mexican decent — like Jansie 
Tompkins, a sophomore nursing 
major — will be celebrating.
“I will probably have a semi-
regular day, but I’ll probably go 
home and have a little dinner with 
my family,” she said. 
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Presidential hopeful 
‘big on participation’
Elizabeth Grobsmith, provost and 
vice president of academic affairs at 
Northern Arizona University and a 
SJSU presidential candidate, will be 
on campus today from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. in the Engineering Auditorium, 
located at Engineering Building, 
Room 189.
According to her curriculum vi-
tae, she has more than 25 years of 
administrative experience.
And Rick Brandel, dean of stu-
dents and a colleague of hers at 
Northern Arizona University, said 
that Grobsmith was a professional 
and personable provost.
“I fi nd she is a very effective lis-
tener and is effective in dealing with 
both (professors) and people,” he 
said. “Students have gone to her di-
rectly and talked about ideas, I think 
she’s a person who recognizes good 
ideas.”
Herb Howe, who was chief of 
staff at the University of Nebraska 
and worked with Grobsmith during 
her tenure there, said she was very 
talented at sitting down with people 
and getting everyone to talk.
“I think she’s really big on par-
ticipation,” Howe said. “She’s really 
decisive, but only after she’s heard 
what others have to say.”
NAU’s campus population is less 
than half of SJSU’s and according to 
Petersons.com, a college profi le Web 
site, only about 23 percent of the NAU 
student population are minorities.
But Howe said Grobsmith has a 
lot of experience working with mi-
norities, especially American Indians. 
She has written two books about them 
and 20 articles on various tribes.
Brandel said, “With Liz’s back-
ground and her approach to people of 
all backgrounds, people feel like Liz 
is approachable.”
She has fundraising experience at 
the University of Colorado at Colora-
do Springs, Utah State and Northern 
Arizona University, according to her 
curriculum vitae.
“Liz is very direct,” Howe said. 
“She’s not shy or bashful, so I antici-
pate that she would really be able to 
By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff  Writer
An East San Jose resident, Chief Th underwolf, raises his hand as passing cars honk in response to the 
Mexican ﬂ ag he wore on Monday. Wolf walked up and down Santa Clara Street with other Latinos.
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Celebrando la victoria
Students keep Cinco de Mayo festivities under control
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Death penalty goes
on verbal trial tonight
Veronica Luna said she will speak 
about her uncle on death row, the 
fl aws in the system and the injustices 
of the death penalty at a national anti-
death penalty speaking tour tonight 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 
The senior SJSU social work and 
sociology double major, who has 
been a part of The 
Campaign to End the 
Death Penalty since 
2006, will speak in 
the Student Union’s 
Ohlone Room along 
with other guests af-
fected by the death 
penalty.
“My big thing 
is I really want to 
educate,” Luna said. 
“I was like anyone else, not really 
thinking about the death penalty until 
my uncle was facing death.”
Luna said her uncle, James Tru-
jeque, has been on death row since 
1997 and his 1993 gang-related case 
was the biggest in California’s history.
“I tell them it’s not C.S.I. — there 
was no DNA or corroborating evi-
dence or fi ngerprints or blood sam-
ples,” Luna said, “only informants, 
other gang members, who got lesser 
sentences.”
Bill Babbitt, boardmember of 
Murder Victims’ Families for Human 
Rights, is also scheduled to speak.
“I voted for the death penalty in 
1978,” Babbitt said. “I didn’t know 
much about it at the time.”
Babbitt said he turned in his 
brother Tim to authorities, who was 
later executed after being told that he 
would not receive the death penalty.
“Now it’s my family, and I’m tak-
ing a closer look at it. 
Death came knock-
ing on my door, and 
guess what?” Babbitt 
asked. “I got an edu-
cation overnight.”
SJSU’s Cesar 
Chavez Community 
Action Center has 
joined with Families 
to Amend Califor-
nia’s Three Strikes 
and The Campaign to End the Death 
Penalty for the event.
“Those who are passionate about a 
certain issue having to do with social 
justice,” Maribel Martinez, program 
coordinator for the Cesar Chavez 
Community Action Center said, “we 
will help work with them to produce 
an event to raise awareness for more 
students in the community.”
Martinez said it took two weeks 
By MICHAEL PASAOA
Senior Staff  Writer
Candidate 
leads oﬀ  
SJSU visits
Even with a start time of 8 a.m., 
the third annual race of Pat’s Run at-
tracted more than 3,000 participants 
on Saturday to San Jose’s Leland 
High School.
The run is named for Pat Till-
man, who is remembered for leav-
ing behind a $3.6 million contract 
with the Arizona Cardinals of the 
National Football League to serve 
as an Army Ranger in Afghanistan, 
where he was tragically killed by 
friendly fi re.
Pat’s Run includes a 4.2 mile 
run/walk and a 0.42 mile kid’s race, 
both representing the number Till-
man wore on his Arizona State Uni-
versity jersey.
Runners and spectators also en-
joyed live music, a play area for 
children, free stretching stations and 
food vendors.
Participants in the race included 
people of all ages and abilities, some 
with strollers or dogs and even some 
who knew Tillman personally.
One couple, Ben and Jamie Hill, 
both grew up with Tillman, and said 
Pat’s Run is a positive way to show 
support for their friend and others in 
the military.
“How do people know about it 
and not come out?” Jamie Hill said.
Her husband Ben said Tillman 
always made a great effort to bring 
people together, and it was wonder-
ful to see the community do just that 
in his honor.
“It’s early, but it’s worth it,” 
said Jared Kole, 22, a senior me-
chanical engineer major, who 
volunteered by handing water 
to the runners.
Some athletes that participated in 
the run said they wanted to be a part 
of a good cause. 
“We did it last year; it’s a good 
fundraiser,” said Stacy Guenther, 
35, an SJSU alumnus who majored 
in criminal justice. “It’s a great 
cause. It’s defi nitely a sad story, but 
Pat’s Run attracts more than 3,000
Mentors honored at inaugural celebration
At the fi rst annual Collegiate 100 Black Men 
Silicon Valley program/dinner Sunday, about 40 
honorees and families sat between a long table full 
of food, courtesy of Spartan Catering, and vice 
president of the SJSU branch DeMarcus Hewitt.
He said the concept of the national organiza-
tion began in New York in 1963 as an attempt to 
improve the quality of life for blacks and other 
minorities.
The SJSU branch, he said, started last fall.
It is particularly useful for a younger genera-
tion to speak to these even younger students for 
reasons of communication, former president Bill 
Hendricks said.
“Sometimes, we just don’t get it,” Hendricks said, 
referencing the diffi culties of talking to a younger 
generation in a way they will be receptive.
He also emphasized that without community 
involvement, mentoring programs like 100 Black 
Men would not work.
Andre Barnes, SJSU chief of police and 
staff advisor for the SJSU organization, said 
there are 200 of the 100 Black Men Collegiate 
nationwide.
Barnes said the group talks to fraternities 
and campus clubs about mentoring them and 
pairs them up with a specifi c mentor. The initi-
ates are then recruited to talk to high schools 
and middle schools.
Joel Bridgeman, graduating senior and one of the 
honorees, said in his speech he was happy the orga-
By TARA DUFFY AND CASEY JAY
Staff  Writer and Senior Staff  Writer
By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff  Writer
Raysean Ford sings a song called “Th ank 
You” at Monday’s program.
KATY LOCKHART / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
Volunteers, including some old friends, show up to pay respect to Tillman
See NAU, page 2
See DEATH, page 2
See PAT, page 2
See MENTOR, page 2
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“I voted for the death 
penalty in 1978.
I didn’t know much 
about it at the time.
BILL BABBITT 
Boardmember of Murder Vic-
tims’ Families for Human Rights
SPECIAL ISSUE:
See the breakdown 
of the May 5 diversity 
analysis — interactive 
map and all
IRON MAN HITS 
THE BIG SCREEN
Once you get past the unreal 
preface, you’ll enjoy the CGI 
explosions and unexpected 
sense of humor.  
See STUDENT CULTURE, page 4
LATE-INNING 
LETDOWN
The Spartans baseball team led 
Stanford 6-1 in the eighth inning, 
but a Cardinal scoring spurt 
spoiled any hopes of an upset.
See SPORTS, page 3
AQUAMAIDS 
SYNCH OR SWIM
What’s that early-morning racket 
coming from the Aquatic Center?
Why, of course, it’s a bunch of 
graceful synchronized swimmers.
See BACK PAGE
4500 miles
ONLINE TODAY
Can’t attend the presidential forum?
Follow our Live Blog of the event
at thespartandaily.com
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Today
Piano Recital “Student Showcase”
Piano studio of Dr. Gwendolyn Mok
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music Building 
Concert Hall
Contact: Joan Stubbe, 924-4649, 
jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu
School of Art & Design Gallery 
Tuesday Night Lecture Series
 “Curated Video Festival” This program 
will present selected student fi lms from 
the Photo 115 Digital Photography class 
in a video festival format. Included will 
be a variety of works based on the still 
photographic images, with the option of 
utilizing moving (digitalized video) foot-
age. Experimental, thought provoking, 
playful or serious, there will be some-
thing for everyone.
5:00 p.m. in Art Building, Room 133
Contact: (408) 924-4327, tbelcher@
sjsuvm1.sjsu.edu
Candidate Forum
Meet the Candidates! You are invited 
to meet the candidates for Santa Clara 
County Supervisor. Richard Hobbs, 
Patricia Martinez-Roach, Richard López & 
George Shirakawa. 
6:00 p.m. at Olinder School Cafeteria 890 
E. William St.
Contact: Terry Christensen, biancanobis@
yahoo.com
Tomorrow
Center for Comparative Philoso-
phy Lecture Series
Manuel Vargas, associate professor of 
philosophy at the University of San 
Francisco discusses “Culture and the Value 
of Philosophy: The Laten American Case.”
4:30 p.m. in the King Library, conference 
room 255
Contact: Bo Mou, (408) 924-4513
Catholic & Feminist Mass
Presided by Victoria Rue, Roman 
Catholic woman priest. All are welcome; 
especially those marginalized by the 
church--women, LGBT, divorced/remar-
ried, those using birth control, those 
who’ve had abortions. 
5:15 p.m. at Spartan Chapel
SPARTA GUIDE
EVENT CALENDAR
Sparta Guide is provided free of 
charge to students, faculty and 
staff  members. Th e deadline for 
entries is noon, three working 
days before the desired publica-
tion date. Space restrictions may 
require editing of submission. En-
tries are printed in the order in 
which they are received. Submit 
entries online at thespartandaily.
com or in writing at DBH 209.
continue her record.”
Grobsmith’s professionalism was 
tested in 2004, when a columnist 
with the NAU student paper, the 
Lumberjack, wrote an explicit sex 
column that received notice from the 
administration.
“I was appalled by the content 
of that article,” Grobsmith said in a 
Foxnews.com article from Feb. 26, 
2004. “It wasn’t considered that a 
lot of people who read the paper are 
young and minors, and this is very 
inappropriate content.”
Rob Breeding, a former faculty 
advisor for the student newspaper, 
said, “There was a lot of controversy 
over the column.” 
But he said that when dealing with 
the administration and Grobsmith, 
everyone was professional.
“Were they critical when they 
didn’t like stuff, yes,” he added. But 
he also said that the paper was nev-
er censored. “As far as the campus 
newspaper went, yes, they were mad 
we ran the story. We had meetings, 
we talked it out professionally.”
Brandel said that because of the 
article, communication between 
the Lumberjack advisers and the 
writers improved.
“There’s always ideas that are 
on the fringe,” he said. “Sometimes 
the president and the provost have
to be outspoken.
“I think Liz is somebody who is 
personal and approachable,” Brandel 
said. “She would be honest and direct 
about her viewpoints and there will 
be times when not everyone agrees, 
but that she works with everyone.”
Continued from page 1
NAU ’04 controversy 
tested Grobsmith
from the day she fi rst talked to Ve-
ronica to set the date for the event.
When Luna visited her uncle 
at San Quentin state prison, she 
said she would see other men a 
day before they were executed, 
which made her think about join-
ing a campaign.
“Stan ‘Tookie’ Williams was 
there the same time as my un-
cle,” Luna said. “I saw him walk 
past me the day before his ex-
ecution. Honestly that was a big 
turn for me.”
Luna said after seeing Wil-
liams, she got involved with The 
Campaign to End the Death Pen-
alty, a nationwide grassroots orga-
nization, with Bay Area chapters 
in Oakland and San Francisco, to 
support what they were doing and 
they pushed her to the forefront.
“I was there to support them, 
but they needed me to speak,” 
Luna said.
At fi rst, she said she didn’t 
know if she could be there 
emotionally while her uncle was 
on death row.
“It was overwhelming,” Luna 
said, “but at the same time there 
was so much support, and I felt like 
I wasn’t alone.”
Luna has spoken at events in 
Chicago, San Francisco, Berkeley 
and Oakland.
Tuesday’s event will include 
other guest speakers who have been 
affected by the death penalty.
Continued from page 1
DEATH Woman meets 
inmates, changes views
something good has come out of 
something tragic.” 
According to its Web site, Pat’s 
Run was created by Tillman’s 
friends and family to help raise 
awareness and funding for the Pat 
Tillman Foundation.
The foundation’s main goal 
is to support young people striv-
ing to make positive changes in 
themselves and the world, which 
it achieves using the Leadership 
Through Action Program.
Many volunteers, including 
SJSU students, arrived hours 
before the race began to set up 
for the event. 
“We love the organization,” 
said Dustin Brunzlick, 20, a ju-
nior business management major. 
“We love what it stands for. 
We love helping out.”
Some of the athletes said 
they participated to help remember 
Tillman.
“It was nice to see so many peo-
ple show up,” said Josh Franck, 22. 
“He was a great guy. He is a hero, 
and it’s a great cause.” 
One woman said she partici-
pated in the run because it brings 
attention to the soldiers that are 
still in Iraq.
“We did it last year,” said Karen 
Strohmayer, 43. “It’s in memory 
of Pat and all the guys that are still 
over there.” 
Another woman said that while 
she didn’t support the war, she 
felt that everyone should support 
the troops.
“He gave up his life for his 
country,” said Janet Lageveen, 41, 
who said that this was her fi rst time 
participating in the run. “It’s a good 
cause. I will do it again.”
Continued from page 1
PAT Hero is remembered
nization had reached the West Coast, 
though he was sorry he couldn’t be a 
part of the organization, since it came 
together when he was on his way out. 
He was later inducted as a surprise.
“Growing up in Richmond,” he 
said, “we weren’t worried about the 
goals the 100 encourages.”
Bridgeman mentioned the impor-
tance of breaking what he called a 
“cycle” of getting arrested and return-
ing to the streets for the youth living 
in underprivileged communities. He 
said in his public schools, there were 
no role models, windows or books, 
and instead there were “metal detec-
tors, and more security guards than 
counselors.”
“Mentoring is 
an important thing. 
I wouldn’t be here 
without a mentor,” 
Bridgeman said.
About a half-
hour after the met-
al covers had been 
removed from the 
food and dinner 
was served, Ray-
sean Ford sang a song titled ‘Thank 
You” a capella, best summed up by 
the passage “In spite of everything 
I’ve been through / I’ve still got to 
say ‘thank you.’”
Corey Baker, a 
senior computer en-
gineering major who 
said he was one of the 
12 founding mem-
bers, said it was nice 
to be honored before 
he graduated.
“I feel great,” Bak-
er, 23, said. “I’ve been 
waiting to graduate. 
I’m the fi rst person to 
graduate in my family.”
Will Turner, a sophomore physics 
major who helped chair the event, 
said he was happy with the turnout.
“I feel that it’s good,” said Turner, 
20. “The focus is different than other 
organizations in SJSU.”
Turner said the most unique aspect 
of the group is that it focuses on the 
black community with no emphasis 
on any particular academic major.
“It went very well,” said Milan 
Balinton, president of the SJSU 
branch of the collegiate 100 and a ju-
nior communication studies major.
“Very classy, very professional, 
which is what we were going for,” 
Balinton, 26, said. “I hope it’ll 
grow to the capacity of the national 
organization.” 
MENTOR ‘I wouldn’t be here without a mentor’
Continued from page 1
”
I feel great ... I’m the 
fi rst person to gradu-
ate in my family.
COREY BAKER
senior 
computer engineering
“
The search for SJSU’s next prez
•  May 6: Elizabeth Grobsmith,
 provost at Northern Arizona University 
•  May 7: Jon Whitmore, 
Texas Tech president and theatre professor 
•  May 8: Eduardo Ochoa, 
provost at Sonoma State University
Public Forum  / Engineering Auditorium  
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Spartan center fi elder Michael 
Drake left Municipal Stadium in an 
ambulance Sunday after crashing 
into the center fi eld wall attempting 
to catch a fl y ball struck by Stanford 
pinch hitter Austin Yount.
Drake ran into the wall in full 
stride and immediately fell to the 
dirt surface of the outfi eld warning 
track. SJSU coaches and trainers 
sprinted from the third-base dugout 
toward Drake, who was eventually 
able to sit upright in the front seat 
of a trainer’s cart and was taken to 
the stadium’s entrance after about 
15 minutes. At the entrance, San 
Jose Fire Department members and 
paramedics applied a neck brace 
to Drake and carefully loaded him 
onto a stretcher and into the ambu-
lance.
“I think he was a little groggy,” 
SJSU head coach Sam Piraro said. 
“He was not responding as well.”
SJSU Athletics offi cials said 
Drake had been momentarily 
knocked unconscious and was tak-
en to Kaiser Permanente of Santa 
Teresa, likely with a concussion. 
He was released Sunday eve-
ning, Assistant Sports Information 
Director Doga Gur said. 
“That proves what kind of player 
he is,” pitcher Scott Sobczak said, 
“that he’s willing to run through a 
wall for you.”
For the fi rst seven and 2/3 innings 
Sunday, SJSU starter Scott Sobczak 
baffl ed the usually potent lineup of 
the No. 3-ranked Stanford Univer-
sity Cardinal by striking out eight, 
walking two and carrying a 6-1 lead 
into the eighth inning.
For the last one and 1/3 innings, 
however, after Sobczak was relieved 
after throwing 129 pitches, Stanford 
(27-15-2) torched SJSU’s bullpen 
for 16 runs in a 17-6 win at Munici-
pal Stadium.
“I’m just sick to my stomach that 
(Sobczak) doesn’t get rewarded for 
a great pitching performance,” said 
SJSU head coach Sam Piraro. “Be-
lieve me, I wanted to leave him in 
there. But his pitch count was up … 
and I just thought that he extended 
himself.”
The win would have been Sobc-
zak’s fi fth on the season.
“It’s just the way it goes some-
times,” Sobczak said. “That’s what 
some of the bigger, better teams are 
going to do.”
After Stanford shortstop Colin 
Walsh advanced to second base on 
a passed ball, Sobczak walked Stan-
ford catcher Jason Castro and was 
replaced by Ryan Shopshire.
“I wanted to leave (Sobczak) in,” 
Piraro said. “I walked out there and 
said, ‘I’m going to give you one more 
hitter,’ and he walked that guy.”
With the score 6-1, Shopshire 
walked Brent Milleville to load the 
bases, then walked Randy Molina to 
allow the Cardinal’s second run of 
the game.
The next batter, center fi elder 
Sean Ratliff, belted Sobczak’s fi rst 
pitch for a game-tying grand slam 
over the centerfi eld wall.
It  was Ratliff’s second home run 
of the day.
All fi ve runs were scored with 
two outs.
“Obviously we had some of our 
better people down there in the bull-
pen, and obviously we didn’t get the 
job done,” Piraro said. “Certainly 
walking hitters with a 6-1 lead is not 
something we coach.”
The Spartans escaped the inning 
with a 6-6 tie, but went down in order 
in the home half of the eighth.
The ninth inning was even 
worse for SJSU (25-20). Stanford 
smacked six straight hits to start the 
frame, and fi nished with 11 runs af-
ter sending 14 players to bat against 
three Spartan relievers.
Cardinal left fi elder Joey August 
and second baseman Cord Phelps 
both had two hits in the inning.
“Did they do a good job? No, 
obviously,” Piraro said about SJSU 
relievers. “But is Stanford a good 
team? Yeah, you don’t have to be too 
smart to fi gure that out.”
The game was a scoreless pitch-
er’s duel between Sobczak and Stan-
ford starter Erik Davis until the top of 
the fi fth inning when Ratliff smashed 
his fi rst home run of the game.
The Spartans answered with two 
runs in the bottom of the inning when 
Davis walked Spartan shortstop Kyle 
Bellows with the bases loaded.
Spartan center fi elder Michael 
Drake would score from third dur-
ing the next at bat when SJSU fi rst 
baseman Danny Stienstra reached on 
a fi elder’s choice, making the score 
2-1 for SJSU.
The Spartans chased Davis from 
the game in the sixth inning, scor-
ing four runs on four hits including 
a two-run double by second baseman 
John Shaffer. 
SJSU would carry that 6-1 lead 
into the eighth before Stanford start-
ed its comeback.
“I’m not going to lie and say it’s 
not frustrating,” Shaffer said. 
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Late Stanford barrage crushes SJSU
By MARK POWELL
Special to the Daily
Freshman left fi elder Craig Hertler is tagged out trying to steal second base in the fi rst inning of SJSU’s 
17-6 loss to Stanford University on Sunday afternoon in front of 657 people at Municipal Stadium. 
DANIEL POWELL/ SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
Spartan bullpen 
can’t hold fi ve-run 
lead in 17-6 loss
Spartan outfi elder 
leaves game after 
running into wall
By MARK POWELL
Special to the Daily
Many fi gures that have become 
famous in metal suits. RoboCop, 
Juggernaut and of course Iron Man. 
The idea of a man walking around 
in an iron suit seems ridiculous. First 
of all, it is heavy. To get around in 
something like that, you would have 
to be wheeled around on a pushcart. 
Then there is the whole fl ying 
thing. With it comes heat, balance 
and logistical issues.
If you can wrap your mind 
around the blatant attempt to make 
it believable, then you will enjoy 
a visually stimulating event of 
titanium proportions.
Tony Stark, played by Robert 
Downey Jr., is a wealthy genius playboy 
who is the CEO of Stark Industries, a 
military weapons manufacturer.
While in Afghanistan demonstrating 
a new experimental weapon for the 
U.S. military, his convoy is attacked 
and Stark is taken prisoner, forced by 
a terrorist group to build the missile.
During the attack, Stark sustains 
an injury leaving shrapnel in his 
chest. Captured scientist Yinsen, 
played by Shaun Taub from “The 
Kite Runner,” keeps him alive 
by building a contraption to keep 
the shrapnel from moving closer 
to his heart.
The fi rst thing Stark does instead, is 
build a longer lasting, more portable 
device for his chest. The contraption 
is also powerful enough to power the 
heavy iron suit for a short while.
Stark then uses the suit to escape 
the cave where they are being 
kept and is conveniently rescued 
shortly after. He uses the advanced 
technology in his mansion’s garage 
to build a more advanced and more 
powerful suit.
Stark’s new persona, Iron Man, 
goes on to protect the world from 
violence with the help of his 
assistant Pepper Potts, played by 
Gwyneth Paltrow, and his friend, Air 
Force Lt. Col. Jim Rhodes, played 
by Terrence Howard.
Besides the predictable underlying 
tone of patriotism and the confusing 
relationship of Stark and Potts, the 
movie moves well.
The use of comic relief is frequent 
but not overdone, and the wit of 
Downey Jr. comes as a relief since 
the last movie most people remember 
him in, the suspense thriller “Zodiac,” 
which was a serious movie.
The use of computer-generated 
imagery (CGI) was very effective, 
bringing the red and gold suit of 
armor to life. A truly remarkable 
scene in the movie is when Stark 
is on his fi rst mission in the suit 
and encounters two U.S. military 
aircrafts that engage him in combat 
for not identifying himself.
The imaging allows the fi ght 
to take place on the screen while 
making viewers forget that it was 
created on a computer.
It would be hard for me to hammer 
out something I didn’t like about the 
movie, but if I had to, I would re-weld 
the entire love-connection confusion 
in the plot and also smooth out the 
introduction of Stark’s past. The 
confl ict dilemma between Potts and 
Stark seems more like sexual tension 
than a developing relationship.
Overall, I would recommend 
going to see it. It was a quick-paced, 
exciting, funny movie that was worth 
the money to see in a theater.
If you have a keen eye, be on 
the lookout for celebrity cameos: a 
comic book creator, a Rage Against 
the Machine guitar player and a Jedi 
with an afro.
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 Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO 
BAR/HOST PT positions in 
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. 
$11.50 to start. Call Wen-
dy@(408) 733-9331 
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
responsible & energetic peo-
ple. Apply in person 2:30 to 
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located 
in San Pedro Square 
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo 
Alto. Up to $1100/ month. 
MEN wanted for California 
Cryobank’s sperm donor pro-
gram. APPLY ONLINE: www. 
SPERMBANK.com
DAYCARE  
TEACHERS AND 
AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Shawna for an in-
terview at 247-6972 or fax re-
sume to 248-7350.
SUMMER OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annu-
ally 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
San Jose 408.866-1100 
Antioch 925.755-9880 
Fremont 510.790-2100 
Gilroy 408.686-0556 
Marin Cty 415.479-7734 
Monterey 831.372-1771 
Mtn View 650.940-9400 
Oakland 510.251-9002 
San Frnsco 415.239-9520 
San Mateo 650.940-9400
Santa Cruz 831.425-1977
Santa Rosa 707.586-1636
Walnut Crk 925.939-4636
 50 locations in California. For 
locations outside the Bay Area, 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
HOUSING
SJSU
INTERNATIONAL   HOUSE 
*One block to campus 
*US & Internat’l students 
*Safe, Friendly, Homelike 
*Intercultural Experience 
*Computer Lab/ Study Room 
*Student Kitchen 
*Wireless Internet Access 
*Assigned Parking (fee) 
*One semester contract.
 Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street, 
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ ihouse
SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown 
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2 
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th 
Street #125. 408-286-2060
 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Bring this AD for 10% OFF 
(408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces. 
A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not 
intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any 
guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may 
refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified 
readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete 
information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully 
investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
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MARVEL IRONS OUT FILM AND VIDEO GAME  
MOVIE REVIEW: PARAMOUNT PICTURES’ ‘IRON MAN’
Metallic Marvel comes to life
Gamers assemble. Prepare to fi ll 
the metallic boots of Iron Man and 
destroy armies of bad guys in heavy 
artillery who want you to be a crater.
The last time I played a video 
game featuring Iron Man, it was 
1996, and the title was the Sega 
Genesis lackluster port of the 
“Captain America and the Avengers” 
arcade game.
The game was a two-dimensional 
slugfest in which Iron Man, or your 
Avenger of choice, would scroll ever 
to the right, zapping and punching 
strikingly similar enemies eternally.
The game was riddled with short 
clips of low-quality, bubbly speech, 
such as “stop, evildoer,” and the 
backgrounds were so fl at that they 
could have been dinner plates.
Fast-forward to 2008, and with 
limited experience playing new video 
games, I found myself immersed in 
the new movie tie-in for the Xbox 
360, which is fi rmly entrenched in 
the third dimension and has fl awless 
movie intermissions.
While the graphics, by 360’s 
standards, are somewhat average, 
the scenery can be breathtaking, 
particularly when fl ying around as 
the man in yellow.
If you fl y as high as you can and 
look down, you see remarkably 
detailed cityscapes and mountain 
ranges, distracting to the point of 
making you die as missiles bombard 
you from nearby. 
The genre would best be described 
as one-man-army combat. As Iron 
Man, you fi nd yourself in the metal 
suit (silver at fi rst, but eventually 
the more familiar red and yellow as 
Iron Man advances his technology) 
battling hoards of helicopters, 
foot soldiers and tanks all by your 
lonesome, shooting translucent 
beams from your hands and chest.
The tanks. My god, the tanks. 
There are so many tanks, and most 
of them are impervious to fi repower. 
The best way to disarm them is to 
get up close and hold the “B” button, 
which causes the camera to zoom in 
on Iron Man and the tank. 
At this juncture, the player is 
instructed via on-screen indicator 
to tap the “B” button rapidly. If 
you tap rapidly enough, Iron Man 
“decapitates” the tank by removing 
the gun turret and hurling it aside. If 
you do not tap rapidly enough, Iron 
Man falls aside like a rag doll and 
must try again.
This brought some nightmarish 
fl ashbacks to old Sega CD games 
such as “Sewer Shark,” in which on-
screen directions combined with full-
motion video would create a vaguely 
interactive atmosphere where timely 
button-pushing dominates gameplay.
You will be doing this to a lot of 
tanks. This is no exaggeration. Be 
ready to tap the “B” button. 
Before each mission, you’re 
given an overly complicated 
briefi ng, explaining your objectives. 
Eventually, though, you realize that 
the only thing you have to do in the 
whole game is fl y Iron Man around 
the game’s levels, fi nd the orange 
blips on the radar and shoot them, 
unless they’re tanks, and then you 
decapitate them.
While I found it fun chasing tanks 
and helicopters all by my onesie, 
the missions tend toward the long 
side. I can’t tell you how many 
times I destroyed all my targets and 
prematurely said to myself “Mission 
accomplished,” only to have the radar 
light up with another dozen orange 
blips and hear lame dialogue from a 
superior saying something like “Gee, 
we really shook up the hornet’s nest. 
Go get the tanks.”
And then I would be off, muttering 
choice expletives as I chased tanks 
around, saying things like “Come 
back here, you something-or-other, 
I’ll decapitate you.”
I got the impression that the 
levels are artifi cially lengthened by 
tossing more villains in just when 
you think you’re done. You also get 
the impression that the programmers 
think it’s kind of funny and have no 
respect for you.
Maybe gamers who are more Xbox 
360 profi cient will have better luck, 
but for neanderthals like me, prepare 
to use many, many lives trying to 
fi gure out how to blow things up.
The fl ying fortress that Iron Man 
is supposed to break toward the end, 
for example, I never did manage to 
destroy. There were so many orange 
blips to attack I didn’t know where 
to start, and when I did manage to 
shoot a few, some jerk in a helicopter 
would sneak up and missile 
me to death.
Overall, “Iron Man” is an 
enjoyable affair for those who are 
affl uent in the third dimension and 
don’t mind decapitating drove after 
drove of tanks.
By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff  Writer
By CHRIS BAUSINGER
Staff  Writer
VIDEO GAME REVIEW: SEGA’S ‘IRON MAN’ FOR THE XBOX 360
Decapitating tanks is the name of the game
Tomorrow in Student Culture:
A review of Tabard Theatre Company’s “Pandemonium”
COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES
If you fl y as high as you 
can and look down, you 
see remarkably detailed 
cityscapes and mountain 
ranges, distracting to the point 
of making you die as missiles 
bombard  you  from  nearby. 
I fi rst came to State in 1963. That was the 
fall when Oswald shot Kennedy, and Lyndon 
Johnson came from nowhere to create “The 
Great Society.” 
San Jose State has gone through many 
changes. It has enlarged geographically by 
many blocks and has added several buildings, 
none the least of which were the Student 
Union, Business Building, Clark Hall and the 
joint City/Campus Library. All to the leadership 
and vision of our University Presidents over 
the years. 
Surely Don Kassing, following the lead of 
Robert Caret, has done a superb job in main-
taining the University’s integrity since the crisis 
of 9/11, and we owe him a vote of gratitude.
 But the University has a greater mission 
and purpose in the developing Master Plan of 
Higher Education. 
In the next President we must, as Robert 
Clark did in the ’60s by preparing the way 
for University status under the guidance of 
his successor John Bunzel, fi nd a leader that 
will convince the legislature to authorize more 
advanced study and research on this campus, 
leading eventually to a doctorate in education 
on a par with the University of California. 
This campus now holds leading advocates 
in many, many areas of expertise equal to 
any doctoral granting University on the West 
Coast, and with on campus access to a nationally 
acclaimed, state of the art library, we deserve 
virtually nothing less. 
Grobsmith, Ochoa, and Whitmore all come 
with impeccable credentials any campus would 
be proud to receive, but we must look beyond 
our physical plant to the quality and nature of 
our scholarship, if we are to advance our repu-
tation and competitive edge in the academic 
community in this state, and across the nation. 
-Tim K. Fitzgerald, Alumnus Class of ’71 
Current MA Candidate, Philosophy.
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*Weather forecast courtesy of SJSU department of meteorology
In early June 2006, I drove to 
Reno for a family reunion for my 
father’s side of the family.
My great uncle lived on the side 
of a mountain on the California-
Nevada border.
I spent two days there visiting 
with family I never knew I had.
The mercury rose to the low 90s 
and my cousin’s long sleeves provided 
neither warmth nor refreshment.
His arms were inked from shoul-
ders to wrists with designs I couldn’t 
decipher — designs I assumed were 
related to his profession: guard at 
Folsom State Prison.
My father and I were staying in 
separate rooms at the Circus Circus 
on the Reno strip.
I ventured into a den of fl ashing 
lights and buzzers. I had never seen 
anything like it. 
Women in leotards with smiles 
plastered on their faces performed 
stunts with the aid of ropes and bars 
for elderly slot machinists and men 
wearing sunglasses indoors.
That day I decided I wasn’t going 
to come back to San Jose — not for a 
while, anyway.
I had been saving up some bread 
for a number of years and felt that it 
was time to spend it.
The next morning, I bid my father 
farewell, told him of my plans and 
checked out of that building where 
clowns go to die.
I drove east on asphalt rivers 
through mountains and hills eroded 
by bulldozers and dynamite. 
The strata of the rock were clear 
and distinct.
About a day later I reached Wyo-
ming and the plains of the Bad 
Lands.
The sun was setting and the roll-
ing hills refl ected an amber glow. 
I thought of men on horses, men 
wearing dusters and six-shooters on 
their hips, running from their past or 
galloping toward an unknown future.
Whatever century it was, we were 
traveling in the same direction.
After Wyoming, South Dakota lay 
in front of me.
The Black Hills, although it was 
paved nature, were gorgeous. 
A new breed of outlaw roamed 
these parts. Bikers. 
To and from Sturgis they went. 
Sturgis lies at the foot of the Black 
Hills — home of one of the largest 
motorcycle rallies in the world.
Bikers of all shapes and sizes sped 
over the terrain with their long hair 
and bandanas waving patriotism in 
the wind.
I took refuge at Sioux Falls near 
the eastern edge of South Dakota.
Whenever I shut my engine 
off for the night, I made sure there 
was a bar in close proximity to my 
rented abode. 
These watering holes are the best 
places for one to receive a feast of 
visual and audible culture.
Across the street from a Days Inn 
was The Grain Bin — a place where 
the mid 1990s was still rampant.
Foul-mouthed women beyond 
their primes in leather pants sang the 
karaoke version of Eagles songs.
I drank until I was drunk, stum-
bled across a road riddled with con-
struction and passed out in a $50-a-
night bed.
This aimless road trip had begun 
to take its toll on me.
 I was exhausted, but had no choice 
but to fi nish what I started.
Next stop: Omaha, Neb.
It was now mid June and Omaha 
was blanketed by thick clouds, 
crushing the city’s inhabitants with 
humidity.
The clock read 2 p.m., which 
meant that it was about time to drink 
a beer. I left the motel and found a 
small sports bar about a half-mile 
from my motel.
I sat on a stool with my elbows 
propped on the bar. The only sport 
that was on television at that hour was 
fi shing — or at least that was the only 
channel the bartender cared to watch.
I gingerly glued my vision on the 
television, knowing that one wrong 
phrase about a potentially beloved 
sport would ruin any credibility 
I had gained by being a stranger in a 
strange land.
Having reached the plateau I had 
been seeking — intoxication — 
I walked back to the motel while luke-
warm rain soaked 
into my jacket and 
splattered off my 
glasses.
I left Omaha 
without adventure, 
without enemy and 
without friend.
My stay at the 
Classen Inn Mo-
tel in Oklahoma 
City was by far the most fascinating 
experience I had.
The motel was designed in a way 
that there was only one side to it, and 
that side was facing Classen Avenue.
I parked my pickup and watched a 
blonde woman in a dirty white T-shirt 
and bare feet knock on a door and look 
back at me as if I posed a threat.
The door to that downstairs motel 
room opened slowly, words were ex-
changed and she disappeared within 
the darkened dwelling.
A matter of minutes later, before 
I could gather my thoughts and enter 
the motel offi ce, the woman emerged 
with her hands buried in her pockets.
She looked at me again, then 
looked down and scurried back to 
wherever she originated.
After paying for my room and giv-
ing the night man the $2 key deposit, 
I ventured upstairs to look over the 
nightly purchase before moving my 
bag in.
The room was right above the sus-
pected drug dealer 
that had catered 
to the bare foot 
woman.
I thought it was 
best that I not only 
move in my sleeping 
bag and use that in-
stead of the bed, but 
also move in a pistol 
I had under my seat.
The motel’s comforter was pep-
pered with cigarette holes, probably 
from odd travelers falling asleep with 
cigs hanging out of their mouths 
watching reruns of Hill Street Blues.
I loaded my weapon and set it on 
the nightstand.
The sound of doors slamming and 
people yelling echoed throughout my 
room over the course of the night.
People sleep. Drugs don’t.
The sounds of doors closing and 
locks clicking alerted me that some-
one might be breaking into my truck. 
Every 15 or 30 minutes I jumped 
out of my sleeping bag in a sweat and 
peeked through the curtains — the 
addicts were confi ned to their own 
motel playpens. 
My truck was fi ne.
I had no safety net below me like 
the women of Circus Circus almost 
2,000 miles away.
If trouble came in the form of a 
fl ashing “check engine” light or a 
knife-wielding degenerate, calling 
my parents for help was out of the 
question.
The people I met and the experi-
ences I witnessed were all relative to 
each other.
Outlaws from both the 19th and 
20th centuries share the same qualities: 
yearn for independence, freedom 
from law and disregard for their safety 
and the safety of others.
The drug users and their dealer 
at the Classen Inn fell into a world 
where the ladder out is just barely out 
of reach.
I left home for one month of driv-
ing and solitude. 
I too wanted to discover my call-
ing and my purpose in a world with 
few answers.
I’m not there yet, but I’m about 
4,500 miles closer to knowing.
Middle America, the scenic route
“We were taught 
that you don’t rip 
your opponents 
to pieces. 
You don’t leave them 
on the roadside.”
MICHELLE OBAMA
Daily
the
QUOTE OF THE DAY
Said Friday at a rally 
in Durham, N. C.
Letter to the editor
The next president
Love is in the air … I say a little too 
much.
All around me, couples are professing 
their undying love for one another. 
Women my age have “found the love of 
their life.”
And I ask aghast, “How on earth, at 
20 years old, have you found someone to 
spend the rest of your life with?”
Whatever happened to the empowerment 
of being a single? Whatever happened to 
living life for oneself? Whatever happened 
to being completely and utterly selfi sh?
Women all around me marry young, 
have children young, and, for some, discover 
when it’s too late, they never followed a 
dream because they were too busy being 
in love.
I was told recently that a 16-year-old 
high school junior married with her mother’s 
consent.
I plead for understanding.
I was just graduating from high school 
when a good friend of mine started dating a 
guy she met on a blind date. In high school 
how could one expect her peers to set her 
up on a date that could potentially end up in 
a long-term relationship, I thought. Really, 
high school students aren’t known for the 
longevity of their trysts.
Nonetheless, she went on the date and 
“fell in love.”
I admit I was skeptical.
My best friend Jill and I were sitting in 
one of the senior-level classes we shared 
when she calmly walked into the room and 
let her left hand drop, which withstood the 
weight of a large diamond ring.
They had been dating for two months, and 
were now set to say, “till death do us part.”
I was stunned. I still am. I was just wait-
ing for it all to fall apart. It didn’t, but the 
dynamics changed entirely.
No longer were we high school stu-
dents readying to embark on a journey of 
self-discovery. No, we were seniors plan-
ning a wedding. I tried to be happy for her 
(I thought it was ludicrous), because that 
is what she said she wanted, but I couldn’t 
fi gure out what college I was going to attend, 
much less attach myself to someone forever.
Let it be known, I am not a pessimist 
about love; I am merely raising a few 
healthy questions. (Although, I am mainly 
skeptical.)
How do young people understand “for-
ever” when they have just begun to plan 
their future?
Most comical to me is when I hear girls 
say, “I have found the love of my life, and 
I am so in love with my boyfriend. We 
have been dating since we were in the sixth 
grade.” Yet they follow that declaration with 
a comment by saying how jealous they 
were because he was being friendly to the 
cashier.
Admittedly, the years of our early 20s 
are the most selfi sh. I know I want to live 
life for no one else. I want to make some-
thing of my life and not have to think of 
anyone but me.
I have been told that is a selfi sh thing to 
say, and I couldn’t agree more.
It’s interesting that in the Greek literature 
piece, “Orestaia,” every time marriage 
was mentioned, death was mentioned, too. 
Which makes me wonder, is love just hate 
with a different angle?
It used to be common for people to 
marry for compatibility, fi nancial benefi t, 
or simply because they turned 15. It was 
merely the thing to do. And even in marry-
ing someone he or she didn’t love, in most 
cases, the divorce rate wasn’t high at all. 
Now, in a generation who claims they only 
marry for love, the divorce rate is continually 
climbing.
American actress Mae West said, “Mar-
riage is a great institution, but I’m not ready 
for an institution.”
Who wants to bind 
themselves at 18, 19 or 
20 to an institution of 
making decisions with 
someone else in mind?
Ironically, in a 2006 
report from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, more than 14 
million households are 
headed by single women 
and another fi ve million by single men. Ac-
cording to the report by the bureau, rural 
communities of the Midwest, farm states 
in the Great Plains and the West hold the 
traditionalism of marriage, while larger 
metropolitan hubs such as New York and 
Los Angeles lean toward individualism 
and/or cohabitation.
Perhaps my youth, spent in the 
Midwest, contributes to my disdain of 
all the young entanglements.
I’ll let you know my complaint isn’t 
marriage per se; it is the idea that young 
people feel they must fi nd validation in 
having someone else.
Of course, the glorifi cation of famous 
couples and their children leave something to 
be desired among impressionable women.
In “The Republic of Plato,” Plato divided 
the general population into three classes: 
reason, appetite and spirit. Philosophers 
are governed by reason, civilians by ap-
petite and pleasure and executive forces by 
spirit and action.
The appetites of the mass are desires, and, 
of course, lust being found among the top.
Plato suggested that when one gives 
into their appetite for lust they become 
slave to it.
This is what I imagine people who mar-
ry too young are doing: 
giving into their desires 
before the time is right, 
therefore, becoming 
slaves.
This is my fear, al-
though I don’t know 
why, because I obviously 
haven’t married that 
young and wouldn’t get 
married now.
I just don’t want to fall in love and for 
the rest of my life and be known as one half 
of a married couple with children.
I want to cohabitate in a world of suc-
cess, where I do my job, he does his, and 
we meet at home too late in the evening. 
I want to love someone I can live without, 
but just don’t want to.
I suppose then I will know I have found 
the love of my life.
Institution of love, the demise of a younger culture
By ELISHA MALDONADO
Staff  Writer
By ANDREW HERNDON
Staff  Writer
Foul-mouthed women 
beyond their primes 
in leather pants sang 
the karaoke version 
of Eagles songs.
How do young people 
understand ‘forever’ 
when they 
have just begun 
to plan their future?
thespartandaily.com online poll
Should the SJSU campus be smoke-free?
Yes: 39   No: 12   I don’t care: 5
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It’s Tuesday at 7 a.m., and the 
alarm clock by the bed has an hour 
left before it rings, when, through 
the SJSU residence hall window, a 
woman yelling into a bullhorn and 
the theme from “Carmen” abolishes 
all possibility of sleep.
Below the penetrable walls of 
Campus Village and Joe West Hall, 
10 pairs of defi ned legs burst out of 
the water, toes pointed. Ten smiling 
faces with red and gold sequin head-
pieces bob up and down and jerk 
abruptly from left to right.
“They’re loud in the morning,” 
said Jordan Miller, a freshman nurs-
ing major who lives on campus. 
“I would appreciate it if they kept 
it quiet.”
Stephanie Lopez, a freshman in-
terior design major, said the school 
shouldn’t allow that kind of noise 
near student housing so early in the 
morning: “People need their rest.”
Six times a week, synchronized 
swimmers from the Santa Clara 
Aquamaids, all of whom are on the 
U.S. national team, practice from 7 
a.m. to noon at the Aquatic Center.
And that woman on the bullhorn 
whom some light sleepers living on 
campus loathe? She’s the coach of 
the Aquamaids, Chris Carver, who 
has coached the U.S. Olympic team 
for the last three Summer Games.
“It’s annoying because it’s so ear-
ly in the morning,” said Anika Dove, 
a freshman nursing major.
Jimmy Martinez said he’s gotten 
used to the crack-of-dawn ruckus, 
and he sometimes uses it in place of 
an alarm so he’s not late for class.
“It bounces off the concrete,” 
Carver said, referring the sound of 
her bullhorn. “I’ve tried turning the 
speaker around.”
Carver said she’s been coaching 
synchronized swimming since 1968, 
after her own stint as an aquatic bal-
lerina and has been with the Aqua-
maids since 1980.
“(The sport) was not anything like 
it is now,” she said.
She said she has coached most 
of the people on her team since they 
were 8 years old, the age when most 
people fi rst start.
The two oldest members of 
the team are twins Bianca and 
Sonja Van der Velden, 32, from 
the Netherlands.
Two of the youngest members 
of the team are Nadia Rais, 16, 
and Kenyon Smith, 18, the latter 
whose participation has sparked 
controversy within the predominant-
ly female sport.
Carver said that though Smith is 
one of the best on the team, he’s lim-
ited to competing at a national level.
“He cannot do any kind of 
meet that leads to the Olympics,” 
she said.
Carver said United States syn-
chronized swimming used to be 
“on top.” 
“In Russia, this (sport) is big. In 
Canada, this is one of their two big-
gest sports,” Carver said. “I think in 
this country, this is a football, basket-
ball country. Those other countries 
really take it seriously.”
The team left for its national meet 
in Tucson, Ariz. last Tuesday and 
competed in both a free routine and a 
technical routine, in which the team 
must do “certain things in certain or-
der” and everything must be in uni-
son, Carver said.
The free routine is set to music 
from the opera “Carmen,” she said, 
because Smith is on the team and 
she wanted to choose music with a 
male part.
“You have to love it,” she said, 
“but it’s also for that reason that I ad-
mire them. There’s just so many de-
tails because you have to be so much 
in unison. It just takes time.”
Making noise in synch
Synchronized swimmers wake the neighbors up
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff  Writer
“How many of you know what 
social justice means?” asked Maribel 
Martinez, program coordinator for 
the Cesar Chavez Community Ac-
tion Center.
Fifteen students from Ocala Mid-
dle School, who took part in the fi rst 
social justice tour hosted by the Ce-
sar Chavez Community Action Cen-
ter as part of their Cinco de Mayo 
fi led trip, couldn’t think of an answer 
at the beginning of the tour.
Justine Ouano, senior sociol-
ogy major and Campus Organiza-
tion Outreach coordinator, said the 
center wanted to host a social justice 
tour of SJSU that highlights all the 
monuments and signifi cant aspects 
on campus that promote community 
involvement and social justice.
“That’s something understated in 
a normal tour,” Ouano said. “People 
don’t realize how much history and 
involvement we’ve been apart of, so 
we decided to bring that to light and 
this is the fi rst one that we’re doing.”
Ouano said it’s great that they’ve 
gotten the youth involved in San Jo-
se’s signifi cance in history and con-
tributions to society.
“If they decided to come here, 
they’d have this knowledge already,” 
Ouano said.
Roberto Garcia, a junior sociol-
ogy major, teaches these students 
in Entourage, a community service, 
leadership and service-learning pro-
gram as a part of the After-School 
All-Stars.
Garcia said he wanted his students 
to be exposed to the history that rep-
resents San Jose, and a tour would be 
a great start.
“It represents a lot of the heritage 
in the city and that would be moti-
vating for them to come to college,” 
Garcia said, “and social justice is an-
other motivating factor.”
The students 
visited the Cultural 
Heritage Center on 
the fi fth fl oor of the 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library, 
Yoshihiro Uchida 
Hall and the Tom-
mie Smith and John 
Carlos Statue.
“Have you guys 
seen him before, the 
guy in the statue?” one of the middle 
school students asked. “Oh my God, 
I want to see him now.”
Timbó Temblador, a junior sociol-
ogy major and program assistant for 
the Cesar Chavez Community Ac-
tion Center, said the campus has a lot 
of cultural and social justice aspects 
that are rarely heard.
“A lot of times on campus, we 
don’t really talk about racial injustic-
es that are still going on in America,” 
Temblador said. 
He added that bringing youth 
to the campus and talking about 
what the monuments stand for is
a main goal of the community 
action center.
“We are planting a seed what 
would be for the years to come,” 
Temblador said, “a college experi-
ence for them in which they would 
contribute back to the commu-
nity and be socially and politically 
aware of what’s around them.”
He said he wants 
the youth to walk away 
with a cultural aware-
ness from learning 
about the socially di-
verse monuments.
Rochelle Jackson-
Smarr, volunteer coor-
dinator for the commu-
nity action center said 
she wants this type of 
tour to be organized at 
least once every semester. 
“A lot of the volunteers at our 
center volunteer at middle schools so 
we could bring students back to our 
campus,” Jackson-Smarr said. 
She said she hopes this encour-
ages the younger generations to get 
involved.
“The social activism of yesterday’s 
generation is still part of our genera-
tion today,” Jackson-Smarr said.
Getting the youth involved
Middle schoolers take tour to learn about social justice
By MICHAEL PASAOA
Senior Staff  Writer
A lot of times we 
don’t really talk 
about racial injus-
tices in America.
TIMBO TEMBLADOR
junior
sociology
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”
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Leyla Smith does a ﬂ ip as part of the Santa Clara Aquamaids “Carmen” routine. Th e group was 
practicing for its national meet in Tucson, Ariz.
